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The Annual Newsletter of The Department of Landscape Architecture
and Environmental Planning

Utah State University

Greetings
from the
Department Head

A

s the colors fade on the
mountains, and Logan turns to
gold, it is time to reflect on the
past year’s accomplishments here
at the Department of Landscape
Architecture and Environmental
Planning. This past year has seen
many positive changes in the
program and we are currently
working on revisions to the
undergraduate curriculum. Our
goal is to bring the strong technical
program of our undergraduates more
closely in line with the demands of
today’s office, and strengthen the
research capability and output of our
graduate students.
Technical competency in today’s
offices include both CAD and GIS
software. Although we have taught
CAD for many years, and it is well
integrated into the studio sequence,
we have not had the same emphasis
with respect to the use of GIS. This
year we have identified a strong
studio sequence for the utilization of
both CAD and GIS, and last year we
began teaching GIS on a regular basis
to both undergraduates and grad
students.
The student chapter of the ASLA
has been extremely active this year,
making the LAEP experience more
fun and valuable. Last spring they
competed in a campus-wide effort
to design and build a “cow” and
won first place for their “willowy”
creation (see p. 7). This fall they are
planning a training session by Mike
Linn to bring his graphic wizardry to
the students, along with completing a
service project in September for the
local women’s shelter.
This past year the faculty have
put into effect some changes to the
graduate program designed to make

Elizabeth Brabec, Department Head,
Landscape Architecture & Enronmental
Planning
the graduate experience here at LAEP
both more rewarding and more closely
interactive with the faculty. We have
developed four “Areas of Emphasis”
for the graduate program, which build
on the strengths and research interests
of the faculty. They are: Open Space
Conservation Planning and Design;
Cultural and Historic Landscapes;

Community Planning and Urban
Design; and Sustainable Landscapes.
New and prospective students are
given suggested courses of study in
concert with a series of Universitywide electives which support content
from within the department. Students
are encouraged to select one of these
emphases, or form their own course
of study based on personal interests.
We have also passed a travel
requirement for all of our graduate
and undergraduate students. This
year, faculty-led field studies trips will
go to Califormia (Michael Timmons),
Belize (Peter Kumble) and Italy (Peter
Kumble and Elizabeth Brabec).
Students also have the option to join
one of two study abroad programs in
Ljubliana and Prague.
We would like to thank all of the
alumni who have helped us with their
time, energy and donations over the
past year. Without you the program
would be much less successful and
valuable to the students.
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Charrette ‘o6 - Heber City
broadened to include mixed-use neighborhoods, gateways,
transit and highway corridor realignment, parks and
recreation facilities, greenways, and future commercial and
industrial development zones. One team focused on open
space and habitat protection of the north fields area, a
zone including large portions of Wasatch County which
lies between Heber City and the Provo River.

USU LAEP Students Take Heber
City by Storm
By Peter Kumble, ASLA and Tamara Shapiro

I

magine taking nearly 120 employees, project mangers
and select principals into the field to for a community
planning and design project. Regardless of the budget
implications of such a venture, the collective skills available
for the analysis and potential of design solutions would
leave any client feeling envious of such an opportunity!
Faculty and students from Utah State University’s
Department of Landscape Architecture and
Environmental Planning descended on Heber City recently
for this endeavor. The department-wide Heber City
Charrette was actually the third of such events, with earlier
work having taken place in Tooele and Richmond.

Each of the student-led teams generated detailed
recommendations for protection, enhancement, and
redevelopment of these key areas in Heber City and
neighboring Wasatch County. The charrette leaders
Assistant Professor Peter Kumble, ASLA and Swaner
Professor Tamara Shapiro, stated that, “this work
represents many key improvements that the city should
critically consider with the goal of creating an attractive
and sustainable community.”
During the student presentations of these specific
recommended actions on February 22nd, Heber City
Manger Mark Anderson and City Planner Allen Fawcett,
AICP, both exclaimed, “We are so impressed with the work
that the students generate. It goes far beyond our wildest
expectations! Now WE have work to do!”
Funding for this project was provided in-part by the
Heber City, the Heber Community Alliance for Main
Street, USU Department of Landscape Architecture and
Environmental Planning, USU Extension, and the Swaner
Green Space Institute.

Landscape architecture students, ranging from Freshman
to third year Graduate students, spent a full day in Heber
City on February 6th, followed by two and a half intensive
days back their studios in Logan. Working in teams of
12, and with the guidance from department faculty, Utah
ASLA professionals, and Heber City officials and citizens,
the student-led teams crafted design solutions for a variety
of issues. Whereas earlier charrettes focused primarily
on main street redevelopment, this year the scope was

Heber City view on Charrette Day -- February 6, 2006

The annual charrette provides a unique opportunity for students to
interact with local officials and interested citizens.

Travel Experience
Pozdravljeni Prijatelji,

G

reetings from Slovenia! This is
Mark Pulsipher checking in
from the land of beautiful forests,
beautiful mountains, and beautiful
people. I am very sad to see this
incredible experience gradually
drawing to a close.
The educational experience I
have received here has extended well
beyond the walls of the classroom as
I have had a chance to mix, mingle
and become friends with students
from the world over (Portugal,
France, Spain, Scotland, Italy, Czech
Republic, Croatia, Austria). I have
not only gotten to know the faces of
the different people but the faces of
the varied European landscapes and
cities as well: from the Adriatic Coast
of Italy to the Alps of Austria, from
the medieval streets of Slovenian
countryside towns and the renaissance
inspired (or transformed) cities in Italy
to the Socialist designed industrial
cities still thriving fifteen years after
the fall of the Iron Curtain.
This place is so loaded with history!
Every stone and every face has a story
to tell. Though it is small (only half
the size of Switzerland) the country
has great heart. One of the most
fascinating things about Slovenia is the
variety of landscape and culture found
in such a small area. The people joke
about how from Ljubljana (the capitol
city) “everything you need is only
one hour away.” But it’s true! In one
hour you are at the coast, in another
the Alps. There are soaring mountain
peaks, simple agricultural plains, rolling
hills, thick forests, swift rivers, sunsoaked coasts, and deep, mysterious
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Marcus Pulsipher in
Slovenia -- Spring 2006
participating in the
LAEP Study Abroad
program.

caves. In fact one of the most
interesting geological phenomenons
in the world can be found right here,
consisting of a complex network
of natural caves and tunnels crisscrossing beneath 1/3 of the country.
Rivers emerge and disappear various
times throughout their course (the
Ljubljanica having seven different
iterations above ground), ephemeral
lakes form and then dry up in a
matter of weeks, sink-holes and
colines riddle the landscape affecting
everything from road alignment to
agricultural layout and building and
town placement. This combines to
create a very interesting and varied,
characteristically “Slovenian”, quality
to the land as one stares from the train
window.
Coming to Slovenia is enough
of an experience by itself. But the
country also benefits from an ideal
geographic location, bordering on
such historically important countries
as Italy and Austria and also serving
as the door from Western Europe into
Central and Eastern Europe where
the effects of prolonged Socialist
rule can be seen and felt. Zagreb,
Sarejevo, Belgrade, Budapest: they’re
all just a 4-5 hour train ride away. In
the short time I have been here I have
been able to take various trips to Italy
to visit some significant landscape
architecture sites (such as the world’s
first botanical garden, Europe’s
largest open city square designed
in the renaissance, and the majority

of Andrea Palladio’s architecturally
important Villas designed and built
in the late renaissance). I have also
had the chance to go to Vienna to
attend an L.A. conference held in the
Belvedere Gardens!
All I can say is that I am very
grateful that I study at a University
and in a department that not only
facilitates these kind of experiences
but encourages them as well. I
would urge every student to take
advantage of these opportunities,
but most especially those that are
studying Landscape Architecture.
Our profession is so deeply rooted in
the ideas and discoveries of Europe.
Ideas that have been born out of
centuries of adapting, improving, or
revolutionizing those held previously.
Looking at the streets of Ljubljana
you can still see the form of the
original roman grid; you can still see
the medieval city walls. It is a city that
has a future because it knows its past.

While Mark Pulsipher was Ljubljana
his exchange partner, Maj Plemenitas
was attending classes here at USU. Maj
excelled in studio projects, taking radical
concepts to the extreme, many times with
unconventional presentation techniques.
Maj also fulfilled his fly fishing dreams
(during studio hours – maybe?) encouraged
(and corrupted?) by some of our unnamed
Senior LAEP students.

Distinguished Alumni -- 2006
The 2006 distinguished alumni were
honored at the annual awards banquet in
April
Don Barron - BLA
1972
Don Barron
sailing near
his home in
Sidney B.C.

D

on Barron graduated Magna
Cum Laude from Utah State
University, Department of Landscape
Architecture in 1972.
Since leaving Utah State he has
had an illustrious career providing
professional consulting, planning
and design services within a wide
range of project types and through
a diverse variety of regional, social
and environmental characteristics.
He has participated on projects
primarily in the Canadian provinces
and it’s Northern Territories, but
also in the high Arctic, the United
States, China, South America and
the Caribbean. He is a Fellow and
Life Member of the Canadian Society
of Landscape Architects, a Life
Member of the British Columbia
Society of Landscape Architects and
an Honorary Member of the Royal
Landscape Institute of Great Britain.
He is active internationally as a board
member (representing Canada) and
later as chair of the International
Landscape Architecture Alliance
(ILA). This group represents
approximately 80% of landscape
architects in the world.
Don and his firm, Don Barron and
Associates Consultants Ltd., have won
numerous awards, and he volunteers
his time on several Board of Directors
Don is a proficient watercolor
artist and enjoys various hobbies such

as sailing, fly fishing, photography
and woodworking. He and his wife
Marilyn currently live in Sidney, B.C.
near Victoria.

A.L. “Ron” Ehlert
--BLA 1968

R

on Ehlert
was the
outstanding
student award
winner in
LAEP for
both his junior
and senior
years before
graduating in
1968. Upon graduation he spent a
short time with Alberta Parks and
Recreation in Edmonton, Alberta
then moved to Calgary to work with
a private firm. He then founded
Landplan, a firm that has operated
continuously since 1971 and has
become one of the leading award
winning firms in Canada. Landplan
provides planning and design
expertise for parks and recreation
facilities, urban and resort complexes
and residential and institutional
projects.
. While still actively consulting for
Landplan, Ron started a construction
company, Landtree Developments.
As a principal with Landplan he has
been able to fulfill his passion for golf
by designing and constructing several
golf courses.
In 1988, he designed and
developed an 18-hole course called
Elbow Springs Golf Club. In 1995, 9
additional holes were added making it
one of Calgary’s premier golf courses.
With his success at Elbow Springs
he negotiated the development of
another 18-hole golf course which
will open in 2007, and has acquired
land for another 27-hole course.

This course is still in the planning,
design and development phase with
construction in the spring of 2006,
and open for play in 2008.
With the recent introduction of
the two new golf courses, Mr. Ehlert
has formed the Windmill Golf Group
which will look to additional golf
course developments. The group
consists of Ron and his immediate
family members and during the
golf season will employ 300 people.
Hopefully, with all this, Ron still finds
time to play a few rounds.

Wendell Morse -- BS
1969

W

endell
Morse
graduated
from USU
with his
Bachelor
of Science
degree and
attended
graduate
school at the
University
of Illinois. He worked as a landscape
architect in Alberta, Canada and
returned in 1969 to Logan where he
was the Campus Planner for Utah
State and an instructor in LAEP. In
1982, he became the Director of
Campus Planning.
As Director he prepared and
secured approval for the campus
master plan. He was responsible
for implementation, refinement and
revisions during a time of significant
growth and improvement. The USU
campus we see today is a direct result
of Wendell’s leadership. Professor
Johnson said, “before Wendell’s plans
were implemented the campus was a
collection of city blocks with traffic
to contend with.” He was named
University Professional Employee of
the Year in 1998.
Wendell has also worked as a
private consultant on projects such
as the Eccles Ice Arena, the Cache
County Office Building and Court

Distinguished Alumni
House renovation and the new Logan
Fire Station.
He currently is serving as Director
of Development Services and County
Wide Planner for Cache County.
Wendell and his wife, Linda are
members and past co-presidents of
the Utah State University Old Main
Society and serve on local committees
for fund raising such as the Children’s
Library for Hyde Park.
His additional interests include
travel, art collecting, gardening, skiing
and tennis.

Liz Bowman & Boyd Reschke, outstanding
Sophomore Award Winners

Justin Kmetzsch was selected by the faculty
for the Senior Medal and Leadership Award

2006 Awards Banquet

Vern Budge, emeritis faculty, presents Don
Barron with his award

The LAEP Awards Banquet was held
in April at Hamilton’s Restaurant.
Mark Vlasic, Utah ASLA presented
Lindy Bankhead, Matt Durkovitch,
Jennifer Hale, Rochelle Jones,
Justin Kmetzsch, Suzanne
Kohlmeyer, Greg Wolfgang and
Bart Wolthius Student ASLA
Awards.
Also receiving faculty student
awards, but not pictured, were
Marcus Pulsipher (he was in
Slovenia) as the Outstanding Junior
Award winner, and Alissa Salmore,
Outstanding 2nd year Grad.

Sarah Sandherr & Bronson Tatton were
chosen as Outstanding 1st year Graduate
Students

Mark Vlasic, Utah ASLA, presents
Larinda Peterson with her ASLA Student
Award

Julie McGrew and Greg Wolfgang were
presented with the Outstanding 3rd year
Graduate students & Leadership Awards

Vern Budge and Ron Ehlert

Vern Budge, & Craig Johnson present to
Wendell Morse

Graduates - 06

Lindy Bankhead
HASS College Valdictorian - May, 2006

G

raduating senior, Anna (Lindy)
Bankhead, pictured above
with Craig Johnson and Elizabeth
Brabec, was selected to give the
Valdictorian speech for the college
of HASS at graduation in May.

Lindy graduated from Landscape
Architecture and Environmental
Planning Summa Cum Laude with
a 4.0 GPA. Lindy lives in Wellsville,
Utah with her husband and small son.
In her speech given at the

commencement ceremony, Lindy
spoke of the value of healthy
community networks based on
interaction and involvement. She
spoke of research which suggests
that involved and connected people
are more tolerant, respectful,
and emphathetic, as well as more
physically happy and healthy. Healthy
communities typically have more
successful educational systems,
increased child welfare, safer and more
productive neighborhoods, and greater
economic prosperity according to
Robert Putnam in his book “Bowling
Alone”.
Lindy praised the efforts of the
USU students and the service-oriented
attitude on campus, and stressed the
opportunities to continue working in
their communities after graduation
are endless. To the class of 2006
she said, “I congratulate you on your
acheivements so far and leave with
you that your future community is
yours to own and the price is simply
participation.”

C

ongratuations to the newest
crop of landscape architects
who graduated in May, 2006. Twenty
five undergraduates and 3 third year
graduate students completed the
program plus 2 grad students from
prior years finished their thesis.
In addition to Lindy Bankhead,
(see story above) who was selected
as the College of Humanities, Arts
and Social Sciences Valdictorian
and received University Department
Honors, LAEP Department Honors
and graduated Summa Cum Laude,
Jordan Smith-Cum Laude and
Bart Wolthius-Cum Laude received
University Department Honors and
LAEP Department Honors.
Those receiving Department
Honors were Suzanne KohlmeyerMagna Cum Laude, Matt
Durkovitch-Magna Cum Laude,
Rachelle Jones-Cum Laude,
Larinda Peterson-Cum Laude,
Justin Kmetzsch-Cum Laude, Jamie
Hyatt-Cum Laude, Michael JonesCum Laude, and Don Burger-Cum
Laude. Others who graduated Cum

In the back row - from left to right, Jamie Hyatt, Rachelle Jones, Robert Barnhill, Tony Ekins,
Ryan Talbot, Larinda Peterson, Bryan Kopp, Lindy Bankhead, Bart Wolthius, Melissa
Fryer, Michael Jones, front - Trevor Davis, Nick Kenczka, Jared Manscill. Not all the
undergraduates were available for this photo.
Laude were Robert Barnhill, Trevor
Davis, Melissa Fryer, Emily Mills,
and Ryan Talbot.
Brian Boudrero, Adam
Campora, Zac Covington, Anthony
Ekins, Nick Kenczka, Bryan Kopp,
Jared Manscill, Scott Morton, and

Dave Niederhauser also received
their BLA degrees.
The new MLA students were
Julie McGrew, Ryan Pitts and Greg
Wolfgang. Those finishing their
thesis from prior years were Dave
Rondina and Chad Kennedy.

ASLA Student Chapter

How to Make a Cow (and other useful skills)

The Local Student Chapter of ASLA Stresses Community Involvement

C

urrent President of the local
student chapter of ASLA,
Brooke Oswald and
his chapter officers
have done a
great job in
recruiting
LAEP
students and
getting them involved in
community service projects or
fun events such as building a full
size cow out of willow branches
as part of a fundraising project
for Africa. LAEP students won
first place for their cow among
the many created by other USU
departments.
In September, alumni Chris Sands
asked the chapter if they would like
to get involved in a renovation project
for the local CAPSA shelter. Members
and faculty of LAEP volunteered
their time and landscaping expertise
to create a healing garden behind
the shelter. Several local businesses
donated materials, financing and
refreshments. Walkway pavers and
benches were brought in with native
and other water-wise plants added
to existing beds. Students weeded,
pruned and mulched the area.
The Utah Chapter of ASLA
donated funds for a barbeque
following the work day.
Membership of the local student
chapter this fall (‘06/07) is at 85
members and still going. In addition

Students work on mulching a flower bed

Chapter President, Brooke Oswald (and cow
designer), David Murray and Craig Houston
pose with finished product and show off the
“design plans”

to Brooke as President, Taylor
Swenson is Vice President,
Krista Harrison-Secretary,
Donna Ackerson-Treasurer,
Marty Sillito-Historian, Kyle
Wozniak-Activities Chair,
Bryce Ward-Public Relations,
Bronson Tatton-Service Chair,
Dustin Wiberg-Graduate
Student Representative, Mike
John-Senior Rep., Jake PowellJunior Rep., Katie GommSophomore Rep., Pam George
- Freshman Rep. & Dave
Murray-Canadian Rep.

Volunteer group

Volunteers relax at the fall kickoff barbeque sponsored by Utah ASLA

Sustainable Landscapes Conference April 4th, 2006

Sustainable Landscapes Conference - 2006

(left to right) Andrew Light, Darrel
Morrison and Vaugh Lovejoy

Todd Johnson

Karen Rodriguez

Wildlife and Urban Restoration Processes
of Rejuvenating Place

T

he student organized Sustainable Landscapes
Conference was held April 4, 2006 at the
Eccles Conference Center in Logan.
Julie McGrew and Greg Wolfgang were
the 3rd year grad student co-chairs of the
planning committee with 2nd year grad student
Alissa Salmore. They wanted to focus the
conference on current restoraton strategies with
speakers that showcased wildland and urban
restoration projects and how these influence
the development of practical processes used to
rejuvenate the function and integrity of target
systems.
Andrew Light from the Department of
Philosophy & School of Public Affairs at the
University of Washington was the keynote
speaker.
Other speakers included Karen Rodriguez,
US Environmental Protection Agency, Phil
Allen from Brigham Young University,
Vaughn Lovejoy, Tree Utah, Joan Ehrenfeld,
Department of Ecolgy, Evolution & Natural
Resources, Rutgers University, Darrel Morrison,
Professor and Dean Emeritis, University of
Georgia’s School of Environmental Design, G.
Mathias Kondolf, Department of Landscape
Architecture & Environmental Planning,
University of California-Berkley, Rick Barrett,
Wallace Roberts & Todd, (LAEP alumni - 1979),
Todd Johnson, Design Workshop (LAEP alum 1976) and roundtable moderators Terry Sharik,
Department of Environment and Society, USU
and Chris Sands, BioWest, Inc. (LAEP alum 1994).
LAEP student volunteers were Melissa
Fryer, Katie Gomm, Tony Ekins, Brian
Boudrero and Krista Harrison - registration;
Bradd Epping, Kyle Wozniak, Marty Sillito,
and Brian Smart - Marketing; Door Monitors

were Craig Houston, Bridget Adkin and
Bronson Tatton; Nick Kenczka, Jordan
Smith, Dustin Wiberg, Dan Bolin and Jamie
Bromley arranged food for the event; Brian
Mazzola, Brook Oswald and Donna Ackerson
were room monitors and 3rd year grad students
Jennifer Hale and Ryan Pitts were in charge of
fundraising and donations.
The student planning committee for the
2007 conference has selected the topic Equality
of Life: Realizing Social Justice & Human
Dignity Through Design. Alissa Salmore and
Brook Oswald are the co-chairs of the ‘07 event
which will be held April 17, 2007 at the Eccles
Conference Center.
Julie McGrew & 1st yr. grad Brian Mazzola

Greg Wolfgang & Joan Ehrenfeld

Faculty Notes
Meet Margie Borecki or

Prof. Borecki believes that students need a foundation
of core skills that are best understood using a hands-on
learning approach. She brings this belief into both the
Basic Graphics and Construction II courses she teaches.

Michael
Timmons
Associate
Professor

Malgorzata Rycewicz-Borecki

A

Assistant Professor

ssistant Professor Malgorzata “Margie” RycewiczBorecki joined the Department of Landscape
Architecture and Environmental Planning at Utah State
University in the fall of 2005. Professor Borecki completed
her Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from the
University of Illinois’ School of Fine Arts in 1997 and her
Master of Landscape Architecture from the University of
Michigan’s School of Natural Resources in 2005. She is a
registered Landscape Architect in the State of Illinois since
2001.
Margie traveled to Poland with the Ryerson Traveling
Fellowship to study the Branicki Palace Garden in Bialystok
during the second half of 1997. From 1998 to 2002 Margie
worked in two well established landscape architecture
firms in Chicago, The Lakota Group, and Wolff Clements
and Associates. During this time she managed a number
of private and public projects ranging in scope and
detail. One of the projects included redesign of the city
owned Garfield Community Center in Chicago to a newly
proposed Fox Meadow subdivision development in a
Chicago suburb. Her comprehensive involvement often
began with initial layout and conceptual planning, through
construction documentation and observation.
Margie adds a solid base of landscape architecture’s
basic design and construction principles to the curriculum
and a two-tiered research interest in cultural landscapes
and on-site sustainable storm water practices. She has
an upcoming (Spring 2007) paper on the Tsar’s Hunting
Palace Garden in Bialowieza, Poland in the CSLA/CELA
conference proceedings. She also received a new faculty
research grant for the 2006-2007 year to catalog on-site
storm water BMPs and their perceived effectiveness in
northern Utah, which is currently in progress.
Strengthened by her professional practice experiences,

T

he conversion of Landscape History from the
“antiquated technology” of slide projection to the
magic of Power Point presentations has caused this old
dog to learn lots of new tricks. Thanks to the summerlong effort of Katie Gomm in our front office, cleaning
and scanning thousands of slides, the magic of digital
imagery has arrived in Mike’s classroom. There have
been several moments, when lap tops crash, projectors
malfunction, or he gets his PDFs confused with his JPEGs
and TIFFS, that he has been tempted to abandon the entire
enterprise and revert to the old reliable Kodachromes
(which still seems to look better anyway), but so far
tenaciousness has won out.
Mike has received a two year grant from the National
Park Service to conduct a feasibility study for a Gold
Rush International Historic Trail in Alaska. The vision
of project organizers is to create a trails network between
Seattle to the Yukon Territory, connecting historic site and
trails related to the numerous gold rushes of the 1870s
through the early 1900s. The initial study will focus on the
Klondyke Trail from Skagway to Eagle, Alaska. Elizabeth
Brabec and Peter Kumble will also participate in parts of
the project, along with LAEP graduate students.
The LAEP Department has also been awarded the
contract to develop “State of the Park” reports for Capitol
Reef and Great Basin National Parks. These projects,
funded by the National Parks Conservation Association,
are intended to create “report cards”, appraising the
condition of the natural and cultural resources in our
national parks. Mike and Peter Kumble will prepare the
report for Great Basin, and Elizabeth Brabec and Craig
Johnson will work on Capitol Reef. Funding is provided
to support several graduate and undergraduate research
assistants.

Elizabeth Brabec

Professor & Department Head

Elizabeth (center) with students Boyd Reschke, Sarah Sandher,
Brook Oswald

T

his year has been full of implementing new initiatives
in the department and also working on on-going
research projects. For the past few years, Elizabeth has
been working on the history of slavery in coastal South
Carolina. A paper on this research will be published in the
upcoming edition of Landscape Journal titled “A Clash of
Cultures: The Landscape of the Sea Island Gullah.” The
Gullah communities of the lowcountry developed from
the large numbers of slaves forcibly brought to the United
States between the early 1600’s and 1850, and developed a

I

want to congratulate this year’s Green Space Fellowship
awardees: Alyssa Salmore, Dan Bolin, Jennifer
Hale, Dustin Wiberg and Craig Houston. With their
awards, these students will develop research projects for
presentation and publication with their major professors.
This was an especially impressive group of proposals
covering a range of topics. Several individuals already had
generated outside interest in their projects, finding research
partners and matching funds.
As part of the Spring 2006 Emerging Areas studio,
students with Professor Brabec and I conducted an postoccupancy inventory of open space quality in suburban
developments with dedicated open space within their plans.
Last year we visited Sunrise and Harriman in West Valley,
and Hidden Springs, Idaho. This year we will expand our
sample to include other developments around the county.
I spent two weeks in Huanchaco Peru this summer
to observe community asset management in action.
Anthropology Professor Bonnie Glass Coffin and I
received a USU Advance grant to develop a proposal to
the National Science Foundation Undergraduate Research
Initiative program. We will integrate ethnographic
geospatial analysis to evaluate, adapt, and implement an
asset-based community development model, developed by
Professor John Allen of the Western Rural Development
Center, to a small coastal village in Peru. As applied
research, the results of this project will assist local

distinctive language, religion, social customs and landscape.
The paper examines the distinctive landscape they created,
and the friction between the traditional landscape of
the Gullah and the new retirement and second home
developments in the region.
Her work on open space protection has continued both
in and outside of the classroom. This past spring, Elizabeth
led a senior undergraduate class in assessing the value of
open space in three new suburban developments in the Salt
Lake and Boise areas. Conventional, neotraditional and
conservation subdivision developments were systematically
analyzed and assessed for their success in providing
ecological, recreational, visual and storm water management
values to their communities. This research effort continues
in other communities with a paper forthcoming.
Travel to Belize, Prague and many areas of the United
States have been a consistent part of Elizabeth’s work
efforts, continuing research efforts in those areas. In
additiona, the student exchange begun with the Czech
Agricultural University in Prague continues with last year’s
PhD student, Eva Svecova and this year’s student Tereza
Urbanova who is working on the impacts of landscape
fragmentation on bird populations.

Tamara
Shapiro
Swaner
Professor

communities to identify, preserve, and develop their own
cultural and natural resources in the face of changing
conditions. It will provide practical training of landscape
architecture and anthropology undergraduate researchers
in best-practice community-development scenarios while
expanding the capacity of the model to assist communities
in rural and peri-urban international settings. It is important
for landscape architecture and planning students to join us
in this process to develop the spatial aspects of community
resource planning. The next field school will take place
during the summer of 2008.

Craig Johnson,
Professor

P

rofessor Johnson had a very busy year. The spring
semester 4120 class worked on habitat restoration
and outdoor education plan for the Bud Phelps Wildlife
Management Area west of Logan. The student’s plans
were used by UDWR to obtain funding to install several
restoration experimental plots.
Junior students in the 3500 planting design course
working with Professor Johnson and guest Professor
Darrell Morrison prepared eight “gateway” designs for the
Highway 89 entry to the USU campus. Plans emphasized
native plants and minimal irrigation. The USU campus
planning office used the plans to acquire $165,000 in
state funding for additional design work by professional
landscape architects and for implementation.
Graduate students in 6110 continued their 6100
landscape planning effort for St. George and environs.
The focus of their research and landscape plan in 6110 was
habitat conservation and restoration, fire management and
control of invasive plants.
Professor Johnson’s current funded research
projects include: Restoration of Bonneville Cutthroat
Trout Habitat at Kackley Springs, Black Canyon Idaho
with graduate students Ken Theis, funded by Pacific
Corps, - Identification of Critical Wildlife Habitat
and developments of zoning subdivision regulations
and development guidelines for seasonal residential
development in Franklin County, Idaho, with Professor
Brabec and graduate student Alissa Salmore, funded by
Idaho Fish and Game and the Green Space Institute.

David Bell

Associate Professor

A

fter a year on
sabbatical it is hard
to even get to work on
time (whatever time that
is). I thought I would
have time for sleeping
and relaxing, but that
did not work out very
well. I did keep up on
the driving though. We
made trips to Portland,
northern and southern
California, Idaho,
Phoenix and a lot of trips back and forth to southern
Utah studying rural communities.
During much of the year I worked with the School
and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA)

Craig Johnson, favorite pass-time and future occupation
Professor Johnson’s recent publications include:
Riparian Design Guidelines for Water Quality and Wildlife
Habitat Function on Agricultural Landscapes in the
Intermountain West with Susan Buffler, USDA Rocky
Mountain Experiment Station, and the Wildlife Habitat
section in Landscape Architecture Graphic Standards
published by Wiley and Son. Professor Johnson was also
a visiting professor at Kansas State where he spent three
enjoyable days with KSU faculty member and USU alumni
Lee Skablund.
Professor Johnson, wife Judy and Hungry Jack the
golden lab plan to spend the summer moving back
into their remodeled lake home in northern Minnesota.
Summer evenings are reserved for fly fishing for bass and
bluegill.
with land planning, site planning and development criteria.
SITLA is trying to do a better job of how they dispose
of land and at the same time increase their returns -which
puts more money into the Utah school system. Rather than
just selling raw land on the open market they are planning,
getting zoning approvals, developing large tracts of land
with roads, utilities, trails, and public services, etc., and then
selling off parcels with development criteria to builders
much the same as “master developers” do. And their
returns are much better now than they used to be.
I had fun using gps for residential planning projects. On
a beautiful and fragile piece of land in south-central Utah
we located every building site with gps survey instruments,
plotted that information on topo and air photos and then
located roads and lot lines. If it all works out, it should feel
pretty good when development is complete. The lotting
plans for the first phase have just been finished.
This semester I am teaching construction documents
again and working with a number of rural communities
throughout the state and it is nice to be back.

Caroline Lavoie,

L

Associate Professor

ast fall 2005, Professor
Lavoie traveled to Ustron,
Poland to present a paper
on collective memory and
water. The conference was
specifically dealing with the
theme of “Mapping Space(s):
Memory, Place and Locality.”
She also presented last fall
at CELA 2005 in Athens,
Georgia a paper dealing
with issues of identity and
contested space regarding
the design of public spaces
in multicultural settings and
the difficulties to include all view points coming from
different cultures mainly Euro-Australians and Aboriginal
communities. The paper was entitled “Tarndanyangga or
Victoria square? Meanings Inside A Contested Space”,
Adelaide in Australia. Her fall 2005 urban design studio
dealt with those issues with the students.
In June 2005, Prof. Lavoie was in a juried exhibition, for
collages dealing with images of movement and perception.
The exhibition was juried by Joseph Rosa, Curator of the
Architecture and Design at the San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art. The exhibition took place at the Rio Grande
Gallery in Salt Lake City. The collages were published in
the exhibition catalog and the latest issue of Kerb, Journal
of Landscape Architecture of the RMIT (Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology).
Caroline got an ASLA Award from Utah in the
Communication category for her previous exhibition on
canals and the milling industry.
Last May 2006, she participated in a stream restoration
workshop at USU, presenting her most recent work and the
importance of drawing as a form of gathering information.
She also gave drawing exercises to the scientists attending
the workshop. This was a great success.
In June 2006, she presented another paper on
immigrant issues. The paper was entitled “North African
Immigrant Communities in Paris: Documenting Changes
(1997-2006) in the use and cultural appropriation of public
spaces.” The paper revisited what happened 10 years later
in the light of the Clichy-Sous-Bois riots of September
2005. This research was coinciding with a student fieldtrip
she and Prof. Nicholson led with a group of 15 students
(mostly juniors and seniors) last March 2006 in both Paris,
Berlin and Quedlinburg, Germany.
She returned to Germany in August to present a
paper on “silence and chance operation” in design. The
conference was in Baden-Baden but she also visited
Freiburg, Strasbourg, and Mainz on her way.
She recently got a Senior Specialist Fulbright to go to

Argentina at the School of Architecture at the National
University of Litoral in Santa Fe. She recently returned
after teaching part of a studio on urban industrial vacant
areas. The studio project will be also part of her fall 2006
urban design studio at USU.

John
Nicholson,
Associate
Professor

2006 found

Professor Nicholson
as usual teaching the
City and Regional
Planning class but
this time with a bit
of a different twist.
Since Logan City
is in the process of creating a “functional” bicycle and
pedestrian trail connecting Downtown to the University,
this project presented the Junior students with a real
world opportunity to look at walkability as well as
intermodal connections to transit. John has been recently
been appointed to the Logan Downtown Alliance and is
hoping to bring some of his profession expertise to help
Logan become more pedestrian friendly.
During spring break Prof. Nicholson (along with Prof.
Lavoie) figured out another European junket (…I mean
International Exchange Opportunity), this time taking
14 enthusiastic LAEP students to Paris and Berlin. (see
article on last page.)
John presented two papers over the summer. At
the Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture
conference in Vancouver B.C. he presented a paper
entitled Urban Mobility and Grade Separation: The
Vertical Dimension in Public Infrastructure. John
presented a similar paper to the 44th International
Making Cities Livable conference in Santa Fe, New
Mexico. The majority of the attendees at this conference
were local elected officials fairly even divided between the
US and Canada. Again the theme focused on walkable
environments and in particular bridges, overpasses,
underpasses, etc..
John finally bought a van that is big enough to carry
all of his toys. Nicknamed “Big Blue” by some, Craig
calls it the “Pope Mobile” even though it doesn’t have the
bullet proof glass reviewing platform attached to back.
Anyway, it is now the windsurfing vehicle of choice for
the Nicholson family trips to the coast of Oregon. John
returned to the Department in the fall looking tan and
relaxed so we are guessing that he had a good time.

Faculty Notes

Peter Kumble
Assistant Professor

Peter Kumble, John Wayne & Petr Sklenicka, visiting scholar from the Czech
Agricultural University in Prague

W

ithin the past two years, I have worked to develop a
dual-track long-term research agenda which focuses
on two primary areas of emphasis: 1. approaches to regional
and site planning that foster ecologically sustainable ecotourism at locations which contain sensitive cultural and
ecological resources, and 2. ecological resource protection
through appropriate land use and development.
The first area of emphasis – the research and
development of approaches to regional and site planning
that fosters sustainable eco tourism – has provided early
success in both publishing and securing grant funding. I

secured grant funding to continue preliminary research
investigating user impacts at eco tourist sites in Belize,
Central America. In support of this research, I used the
funding for two graduate students to accompany me to
Belize in August, 2006, assisting with field investigations,
data inventory, and interviews with site managers. My
recent meetings with government and NGO conservation
organizations in Belize (The Nature Conservancy,
Programme for Belize, and the Department of Natural
Resources Ministry of Forestry) yielded great interest in
partnering with USU with the goal of funding on-going
faculty and student research.
My second area of emphasis builds on on-going research
exploring ecological resource protection through appropriate
land use and development. Specifically, this research
explores how regional planning and non structural BMPs
can minimize impacts to water quality at development sites,
and how these approaches are applied under conflicting
political and governmental organizational structures. This
work incorporates results of existing research that I have
conducted for the US EPA and the International Joint
Commission on the Great Lakes, and also broadens the
scope to include work with colleagues at Czech Agricultural
University in Prague.

Field Trip Spring
Break 2006

T

his last spring LAEP sponsored a two week travel
study trip to Paris and Berlin. Fourteen Landscape
Architecture students braved the unusually cool European
weather with their fearless leaders John Nicholson and
Caroline Lavoie. Arriving in a foggy sleep deprived
delirium, franticly trying to cram into the crowded Metro, we
soon realized that we were not in Kansas (err... I mean Utah)
anymore.
In Paris the Eiffel tower was bigger than we had
imagined and the famous parks were amazing both in
terms of original design and their meticulous care and
maintenance. The Paris museums, Montmartre, Notre
Dame, the Seine, and the Promenade Planteé all highlighted
this city which exudes vibrancy and civility. Daniel Gauthier,
a classmate of Caroline’s who is now practicing in Paris, gave
us an outstanding tour of Versailles. This was memorable
not only because we were able to see Marie Antoinette’s faux
village (a Timmons favorite) but also because we survived
hypothermia sipping hot chocolate in the tea garden.
Berlin was in many ways was a radically different
experience. Flattened in WWII, divided in half for 40 years

and only recently established as the Capital of Germany,
Berlin offered a fascinating look at a variety of approaches
to modern urban design, architecture and landscape
architecture. In the city planning office we marveled at the
scale models of Berlin showing not only its turbulent past
but its ambitious future. From the dome of the Reichstag,
while the colossal Potsdamer Platz / Sony Center complex
dominated the view, it was surprising to see the vast areas of
urban parks and open space.
Several trips are planned for 2007 including a trip to
Belize organized by Peter Kumble, Spring Break to Southern
California with Michael Timmons and in May to Italy with
Elizabeth Brabec and Peter Kumble.

